
The term ñannual giftsò refers to the contributions you and your fellow Emerson 
parents make in support of the schoolôs operating budget. The ýnancial health of 
the entire school depends on these gifts. Because every year brings new challenges 
and new opportunities, we hope that all parents will become annual donors to 
Emerson. What matters most is your participation: each gift, no matter the size, 
makes an impact. 

 
Gifts made by past donors to the Annual Fund are directly contributing to your childôs Emerson experience today. Our 
supporters have made a commitment to the future, enabling us to meet new challenges and seize new opportunities as 
they ariseðsustaining our outstanding academic, athletic and arts programs as well as funding maintenance, faculty 
salaries and professional development. 
Beyond the limits of the yearly operating budget, Independent Schools must also plan and provide for the schoolôs 
future. Thatôs where a Capital Campaign comes in, raising funds for signiýcant one-time expenses, such as facility 
expansions, renovations, and endowment. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO CHARITABLE GIVING AT 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

 
 
We would like to introduce you to the opportunities for charitable giving to Emerson, and the vital role our families 
play in ensuring the schoolôs continuing excellence. 
 
As a member of an independent school family, you join a venerable tradition in which educators and families work 
together to prepare our children for a lifetime of success. 
 
But your investment in your childôs future goes beyond tuition dollars. Very few, if any, private independent schools, 
colleges or universities meet their full operational costs through tuition alone. This is by design. If Emerson raised its 
tuition enough to cover the actual cost of all its programs, many families could no longer afford to send their children 
here. The drop in enrollment would begin a downward spiral of further tuition hikes and budget cuts that would 
ultimately compromise our educational mission. By making gifts to the school above and beyond your tuition check, 
you help us guarantee your child an outstanding education while earning a charitable tax deduction for your generous 
support.  

THE TRADITION OF GIVING AT INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

ANNUAL GIVING




